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L&S Fabrication, LLC
Welding • Custom Fabrication • Millwright • Steel Erectors

Vinyl Coated Chain Link
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1160 Savannah Highway | Hampton, SC 29924 | 803-943-4888 | landsfab.brad@gmail.com
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JENKS POLARIS
2012 HALL OF FAME

803-625-4300
ESTILL, SOUTH CAROLINA
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SPECIALISTS

We are your

DEER HIT

BODY WORK • PAINT WORK

BODY SHOP
B I S H O P ’ S

1109 South Jefferies Blvd. | Walterboro | 843-549-1111

From dents and dings to
everyday fender
benders...

We are your
full service
certified
collision center!

424 SNIDERS HWY. AND BELLS HWY.
(Across from Walterboro Ford)

843-538-5269

Hunt in comfort...
Store your supplies...

Customize a hunting cabin...

The Possibilities are Endless!

WIGGINS
PORTABLE BUILDINGS

It will probably still be 
quite warm, but nonethe-
less thousands of eager 
wing-shooters will be ea-
ger to take the field for the 
start of the mourning dove 
season in South Carolina in 
early September. 

For many in South Caro-
lina, the opening day of 
dove season is synonymous 
with the beginning of fall 
and all of the great outdoor 
activities that come with it, 
and if the weather cooper-
ates, this year’s birds prom-
ise to be plentiful, accord-
ing to biologists with the 
S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources.

“We just recently com-
pleted our annual pre-sea-
son mourning dove survey,” 
said Michael W. Hook, Co-
ordinator for the SCDNR’s 
Small Game program. “The 
current estimated dove 
population should provide 
very good September hunts 
provided we have no wide-
spread adverse weather 
events.”

Opening day of this 
year’s early dove season in 
South Carolina will once 
again coincide with the La-
bor Day holiday on Monday 
Sept. 2. The S.C. Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 

Board has approved all 
migratory bird hunting 
seasons in South Carolina 
for 2019-2020 based on 
the federal framework for 
migratory gamebirds. The 
seasons, daily bag limits, 
and methods of harvest 
have been published in the 
federal register by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service.

The daily bag limit for 
2019-2020 will again be 15 
birds, and legal shooting 
time for the early season 
(September 2-7) will begin 
at 12 noon. Legal shooting 
hours for the later seasons 
will begin at 1/2 hour be-
fore legal sunrise.  

Legal shooting time ends 
at official sunset during all 
season dates:

Sept. 2-7: 12 Noon until 
Sunset

Sept. 8-Oct. 12: 1/2 Hour 
before Sunrise until Sunset

Nov.16-Nov. 30: 1/2 
Hour before Sunrise until 
Sunset

Dec. 28, 2019-Jan. 30, 
2020: 1/2 Hour before Sun-
rise until Sunset.

While remaining the 
state’s second most popu-
lar game animal (behind 
only white-tailed deer) 
South Carolina’s spring 
turkey harvest was down 
about six percent in 2018, 
when compared with 2017, 
according to the most re-
cent numbers from the 
S.C. Department of Natu-
ral Resources’ annual mail 
survey of Palmetto State 
Turkey hunters.

The survey was sent to 
30,000 individuals who 
received a set of 2018 
Turkey Transportation 
Tags, which are required 
in order to hunt turkeys in 
South Carolina. 

Based on the survey re-
sults, an estimated 16,145 
adult gobblers and 1,794 
jakes accounted for a to-
tal harvest of 17,939 birds 
in 2018, compared with 
19,171 birds estimated tak-
en in 2017. Approximately 
50,772 hunters partici-
pated in the 2018 spring 
turkey season in South 
Carolina versus 52,429 in 
2017. While down, those 
numbers are still higher 
than they were in seasons 
prior to 2016.

“Keep in mind that leg-
islative changes that went 
into effect in 2016 provid-
ed an earlier starting date 
and increased number of 
days in the turkey season 
in 34 of 46 South Carolina 
counties,” said SCDNR As-
sistant Big Game Program 
Coordinator Jay Cantrell. 

“The effect of this season 
change was a 50 percent 
increase in opportunity 
(days) for the majority 
(74%) of the state, so al-
though the harvest was 
down slightly in 2018, the 
harvest under the three 
years of the new season 
framework has consis-
tently been higher (18%) 
than in years prior to those 
changes.”

Unfortunately, it’s 
likely that this increase in 
harvest since 2016 is best 
explained by an increase 
in hunter effort (numbers 
of days hunted), rather 
than an increase in the 
overall turkey population, 
according to Cantrell. 
More hunter effort (which 
increased when the season 
was lengthened in 2016) 
can increase harvest num-
bers to a point, regardless 
of the number of turkeys 
on the landscape.

Statewide, turkey 
production, however, as 
measured by the SCDNR’s 
annual Summer Turkey 
Survey, has been decreas-
ing since before the new 
season was implemented. 
In fact, recruitment of new 
poults during the last five 
years has been the lowest 
of any five-year period 
since the harvest survey 
began in 1982. 

Typically, low recruit-
ment is followed by de-
creasing harvest, and good 
recruitment is followed by 
increasing harvest. With 

recent turkey production 
being low, it seems clear 
that increased hunter ef-
fort, rather than increased 
turkey numbers, is the 
driving factor behind the 
increase in harvest that 
has accompanied the lon-
ger season.

“Again, the new (in 
2016) season dates in-
creased opportunity for 
hunters in 34 of 46 coun-
ties by 50 percent,” added 
Cantrell, “and the data 
clearly indicates that hunt-
ers have taken advantage 
of that additional opportu-
nity.”

According to the survey, 
the top counties for total 
turkey harvest in 2018 
were Williamsburg, Berke-
ley, Orangeburg, Fairfield 
and Colleton. However, 
because counties vary in 
size, a better method of 
comparing harvests be-
tween counties is the har-
vest per unit area, turkeys 
harvested per square mile 
for example. Using this 
method, the most produc-
tive counties were Union, 
Spartanburg, Cherokee, 

Anderson and Fairfield. 
The average turkey hunter 
spent about six days in 
the field, with a success 
rate of about 23 percent 
in harvesting at least one 
gobbler. Hunter opinion 
on the turkey population 
in the mailed survey indi-
cated that it was viewed as 
decreasing, and this opin-
ion has been consistent the 
last few years.

The SCDNR has also 
begun a new voluntary 
online survey targeting 
“avid” turkey hunters in 
the state to help biologists 

better understand the dy-
namics behind these har-
vest numbers. As a group, 
these hunters spend more 
time afield during the 
turkey season and have a 
significantly higher suc-
cess rate than the average 
participant in the mailed 
survey. Through this aug-
mented survey approach, 
SCDNR biologists hope to 
better understand the de-
mographics, experiences, 
techniques and opinions 
of dedicated turkey hunter 
in South Carolina. The in-
formation collected in both 

of these surveys, as well 
as biological and harvest 
data, will help biologists 
evaluate trends and make 
more informed manage-
ment recommendations 
with the ultimate goal of 
maintaining sustainable, 
quality turkey hunting 
into the future.

To read or download 
complete versions of these 
surveys, as well as ar-
chived reports and other 
information pertinent to 
turkey hunting in South 
Carolina, please visit the 
SCDNR website.

Colleton tops in turkeys

Dove season opens Sept. 2
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10577 Cottageville Hwy. | Cottageville, S.C. 29435 | 843-835-2777

2012 CHEVROLET

SILVERADO
$14,995

175k miles, Crew Cab, Grey Interior

2014 CHEVROLET

SILVERADO
$26,500
125k miles, Fully customized!

2006 DODGE

RAM
$7,995

197k miles, Quad Cab

2004 FORD

F-150
$6,995

211k miles, STX 4x4

2001 FORD

F-350 SD
$13,800

319k miles, Diesel

2011 GMC

SIERRA
$19,995

101k miles, Flex Fuel

2012 JEEP GRAND

CHEROKEE
$14,995

78k miles, Flex Fuel

2012 TOYOTA

TUNDRA
$23,500

71k miles, Double Cab

2007 HUMMER

H3
$10,800

141k miles, Leather Interior

2012 CHEVROLET

SUBURBAN
$17,995
121k miles, 1500 ltz, 4 door suv

2010 TOYOTA

TACOMA
$11,995

240k miles, Prerunner SR5

2009 DODGE

RAM
$11,995

184k miles, Crew Cab, 4WD
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Bamberg • Barnwell • Blackville • Denmark • Cottageville • Edisto Island • Ehrhardt
Ridgeville • Springfield-Salley • Walterboro • Williston

Visit us online at ebsc.bank

We can tell you where the BUCKS are...

Ask about
our consumer 

and commerical 
LOANS!

843-539-1600 |  1954 COTTAGEVILLE  HWY. |  WALTERBORO, SC 29488

Complete Auto Repair & Transmission Specialist

Nationwide Warranty Offered • Fleet Work • Excellent Customer Service
Scanner Diagnostics • Locally Owned and Operated Since 2007

Don’t let the Buck 
Stop your Truck!

Waterfowl and other mi-
gratory birds are a national 
resource protected under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
Federal regulations define key 
terms for hunters and land 
managers, and clarify condi-
tions under which you may 
legally hunt waterfowl. As a 
waterfowl hunter or land man-
ager, it is your responsibility 
to know and obey all Federal 
and State laws that govern the 
sport. Waterfowl baiting regu-
lations apply to ducks, geese, 
swans, coots and cranes.

CAN I MANIPULATE CROPS 
IN A FIELD WHERE WATER-
FOWL WILL BE HUNTED?

NO. Federal regulations 
are more restrictive for water-
fowl hunting than for hunting 
doves and other migratory 
game birds. While unharvest-
ed agricultural crops may be 
manipulated to attract doves 
for hunting, manipulation of 
an unharvested agricultural 
crop to attract waterfowl for 
hunting creates a baited area.

WHAT ABOUT NATURAL 
VEGETATION?

Natural vegetation is any 
non-agricultural, native, or 
naturalized plant species that 
grows at a site in response to 
planting or from existing seeds 
or other propagules.

Natural vegetation does not 
include planted millet (like 
browntop and Japanese millet) 
because of its use as both an 
agricultural crop and a species 
of natural vegetation for moist 
soil management. However, 
planted millet that grows on 
its own in subsequent years is 
considered natural vegetation. 
If you restore and manage wet-
lands as habitat for waterfowl 
and other migratory birds, 
you can manipulate the natu-
ral vegetation in these areas 
and make them available for 
hunting. Mowing and burn-
ing of natural vegetation are 
common habitat management 
practices in South Carolina.

Natural vegetation does 
not include plants grown as 
agricultural crops. Under no 
circumstances can you hunt 
waterfowl over crops manipu-
lated prior to a normal harvest. 
Nor can you hunt waterfowl 
over manipulated wildlife food 
plots or manipulated plantings 
for soil stabilization.

In South Carolina many 
hunters and landowners man-
age native vegetation and 
planted agricultural crops to 
attract waterfowl for hunting. 
The Federal law is different 
for the management of these 
two food sources and hunters 
should pay particular atten-
tion to the differences.

SHOOTING HOURS
Shooting hours for water-

fowl are 1/2 hour before sun-
rise until sunset except where 
noted during early seasons. 
Shooting hours are uniform 
statewide.

LEGAL SHOT
The possession of lead shot 

is prohibited for all waterfowl 
hunting, statewide. Nontoxic 
shot (steel, bismuth or other 
Federally approved shot) is 
required for all waterfowl 
hunting.

BLIND REGULATIONS
It is unlawful to take migra-

tory waterfowl from blinds or 
positions where the floor level 
of the blind or the position is:
 more than ten feet above 

surface level in or around 
freshwater; or
 more than five feet above 

the mean high water in or 
around saltwater.

A blind on public lands or 
waters must be constructed 
from biodegradable materials.

Once vacated, a blind on 
public lands or waters may 
be used by persons on a “first 
come, first served” basis.

AIRBOAT REGULATIONS An 
“airboat” means a watercraft 
propelled by air pressure 
caused by a motor mounted 
on the watercraft aboveboard.

It is unlawful for a person 
to operate an airboat on the 
public waters of this State 
from the freshwater-saltwater 
dividing line, established by 
Section 50-17-30, seaward.

It is unlawful to operate 
an airboat on the waters of 
the Waccamaw, the Great Pee 
Dee, the Little Pee Dee, the 
Black and the Sampit Rivers in 
Georgetown and Horry Coun-
ties from one hour before legal 
sunset to one hour after legal 
sunrise and anytime during 
the season for hunting water-
fowl.

It is unlawful to operate an 
airboat on the waters of that 
portion of Lake Marion and 
Santee Swamp west of the 
I-95 bridge upstream to the 

confluence of the Congaree 
and Wateree Rivers during the 
season for hunting waterfowl.

The provisions of 50-21-
860 do not apply to the opera-
tion of airboats by law enforce-
ment, emergency medical, 
civil defense, noxious weed 
control, military personnel, 
state and federally approved 
wildlife banding, surveying, 
biological research programs 
and private waters.

FEDERAL MIGRATORY 
BIRD HUNTING & CONSER-
VATION STAMP

If you are 16 or older, you 
must carry on your person 
an unexpired Federal migra-
tory bird hunting and con-
servation stamp. You must 
validate your duck stamp by 
signing it in ink across the 
face before hunting. You may 
also purchase a Federal Duck 
Stamp online as an Electronic 
Duck Stamp which is valid 
for 45 days from the date of 
purchase. Within that time, a 
physical Duck Stamp will be 
mailed to you. After 45 days, 
you must carry your current, 
signed Federal Duck Stamp 
while hunting. You must also 
have a valid South Carolina 
Migratory Waterfowl Permit 
or have proof of purchase be-
fore hunting.

HUNTING ON CERTAIN 
BODIES OF WATER

Hunting waterfowl is 
prohibited within certain 
distances of residences on 
portions or all of the following 
bodies of water:

Bear Creek in Lancaster 
County (200 yards)

Broadway Lake in Ander-
son County (200 yards)

Gills Creek in Lancaster 
County (200 yards)

Lake Greenwood (200 
yards)

Lake Keowee (200 yards)
Lake Murray
Newberry & Saluda Coun-

ties (200 yards)
Lexington & Richland 

Counties (350 yards)
Lake Wateree (200 yards)
Lake Marion
Potato Creek (200 yards)
Wyboo Creek (200 yards)
Dean Swamp in Clarendon 

County and adjacent to Santee 
Cooper Resort in Orangeburg 
County. (200 yards)

Public waters in Calhoun 
County from the confluence 
of the Congaree and Wateree 
Rivers downstream to Poplar 
Creek. (200 yards)

The coves immediately to 
the East of St. Julien Subd. 
Extension and Cypress Shores 
Marina. (200 yards)

Taw Caw Creek in Claren-
don County (No Hunting)

The cove immediately to 
the SE of the Indian Bluff Rec-
reation site. (No Hunting)

Lake Moultrie (200 yards)
Lake Wylie (200 yards)
Murrell’s Inlet Creek in 

Georgetown County (100 
yards)

It is unlawful to hunt wa-
terfowl on the lakes listed 
above within the distances 
provided unless a person has 
written permission from the 
owner and occupant of the 
dwelling. There are no excep-
tions to the distance restric-
tion on Lake Keowee.

Hunters must obey state and federal waterfowl baiting laws

SET YOUR

SIGHT ON SAFETY
THIS SEASON

Hunting season has begun! Here are some tips for 
good hunting safety:

Always point the muzzle in a safe direction.
Treat every firearm as if it is loaded.
Be certain of your target, and what is beyond it.
Keep your finger outside the trigger guard and off 
the trigger until ready to shoot.
Always wear distinctive Hunter Orange clothing.
Control your emotions when hunting or shooting.
Always let someone know where you are hunting 
and when you plan on returning.
Never carry a loaded gun in your truck or car.

394 Mable T Willis Blvd |  Walterboro, S.C. 29488  |  Phone : 843-549-2211

COLLETON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
W W W . C O L L E T O N C O U N T Y S H E R I F F . C O M
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Big Game Warrior 
DXT Treestand

#845873, Model 53811

$89.99

Saturday,
August 3rd Only

was $109.99

Shelled Corn
#1107

Cobb Corn
#11334

$6.99

Saturday,
August 3rd Only

was $7.99

CHECK OUT THE FLYER
INSERTED IN TODAY'S EDITIon

FOR ALL MONTH LONG
SPECIALS

Stoeger Condor Over 
& Under 126a

#831438

$299.99

Saturday,
August 3rd Only

was $369.99

Now $349.99
-$50 Mail-In Rebate

Benchmaster
Ground Hunting & 

Shooting Chair
#845815, Model BMGBHSC

$38.88

Saturday,
August 3rd Only

was $49.99

1050 Bells Hwy • Walterboro, SC • 843-539-3333  *Not responsible for typographical errors. Sale merchandise limited to stock on hand.

We will be open from 
8am-5pm with the

following vendors on
site from 10am-2pm:

MUDDY
ROCKY
TINKS
COSTA

THE ALLEN CO.
THERMACELL

FEDERAL
DEAD DOWN 

WIND

SAVAGE
BUSHNELL

STOGER
STREAMLIGHT

HEVI-SHOT
COLSON CHOKE 

TUBE
& MORE

FREE
T-SHIRT

1st 100
Customers 

Receive

with
purchase

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3RD
Register for door prizes ALL DAY! 

Drawing will be held at 4p.m.
You do not need to be present to win.
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2110 Bells Hwy. • Walterboro • 843-539-1550
www.walmart.com

HUNTING FOR 
LOW PRICES?
No need to look
anywhere else!

 www.walterboroanimalhospital.com
843.549.5645 

113 Elizabeth St, Walterboro, SC 29488

Don’t wait before it’s too late!
ASK ABOUT OUR HUNTER’S SPECIAL!

Ask about the 
Hunter’s Special!

I will before the
season is over!

2059 Bamberg Hwy.
Hampton, SC 29924

(803)943-3111
(803)943-0219

ACCIDENTS CAN HAPPEN FAST!
But so do our repairs! Count on us to get you back on the road.

Check the labels  
because these 
scents are still being 
sold in some stores.

To take effect in the 
2019-2020 South Carolina 
deer season, it is illegal 
to possess or use, for the 
purpose of hunting or 
scouting any wild animal 
in S.C., any substance or 
material that contains or 
purports to contain any 
excretion collected from 
a cervid (deer) including 
urine, feces, blood, gland 
oil, or other body fluid. 
This does not prohibit the 
use of synthetic products 
or substances collected by 
a hunter from deer legally 
harvested in S.C.

The majority of natural 
deer lures and attractants 
are made with fluids and 
secretions collected from 
captive cervids. Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD), 
a transmissible or conta-
gious, always fatal, neu-
rological disease has been 
documented in numer-
ous captive cervid herds; 
therefore, the potential 
exists for these products 
to be contaminated with 
CWD prions.

Once introduced, the 
disease agent can remain 
viable in the environment, 
in the soil for example, 
where local deer may 
become infected. There 
is no way to either test 
the products for CWD or 
destroy CWD-causing pri-
ons. With the high level of 
uncertainty surrounding 
the use of such products, 
the department is follow-
ing the lead of other states 
in proactively prohibited 
the use of them in order 
to minimize the potential 
for CWD introduction into 
South Carolina.

WHY IS THE USE OF 
THESE PRODUCTS 
RISKY?

The infectious proteins 
(i.e., prions) known to 
transmit CWD have been 
found in the urine, feces 
and saliva of infected in-
dividuals. CWD research 
conducted in Colorado 
showed that mule deer 
were able to be infected 
with CWD after exposure 
to just the urine, feces and 
saliva of infected deer.

To make these com-
mercial scents, urine from 
captive elk and/or deer is 
collected over a grate sys-
tem that does not prevent 
contamination from feces, 
saliva or other bodily 
fluids. Urine products 
are frequently batched/
combined from multiple 
locations and distributed 
across the country via re-
tail, internet and catalog 
sales.

Many of these cap-
tive cervid facilities are 
located in areas or states 
with CWD. In fact, nation-
ally, CWD continues to 
be found in captive cervid 
facilities, with 40 facilities 
testing positive since 2012 
in nine states.

The “urine” product is 
not treated chemically or 
with heat to kill the in-
fectious proteins because 
these treatments would 
also secondarily destroy 
the desired scent charac-
teristics.

Urine production and 
sales are not regulated by 
any agency or entity, nor 
are there any testing or 

marking requirements re-
lated to the source of urine 
products.

There is no commercial-
ly available test that can be 
used to test these products 
for the presence of CWD 
prions prior to distribution 
for sale to the public.

The infectious proteins 
causing CWD are extreme-
ly resistant to degradation 
and if introduced may per-
sist in the environment for 
years in contaminated soil, 
thereby posing a disease 
transmission risk to deer 
for extended lengths of 
time.

WHY DID SCDNR BAN 
THESE URINE-BASED 
PRODUCTS?

SCDNR took a proactive 
approach to this issue and 
banned the use of products 
containing urine or scent 
gland secretions collected 
from deer or elk until such 
time that it can be proven 
that prions are not distrib-
uted across the landscape 
through the use of such 
products while afield. 
SCDNR’s intent with this 
regulation was to protect 
South Carolina’s deer 
hunting heritage by ensur-
ing that future generations 
have the same opportuni-
ties to deer hunt as are 
available to South Carolin-
ians today and to protect 
the long-term health and 
stability of the deer herd 
in the state.

IF USING THESE PROD-
UCTS IS BANNED, WHY 
CAN I STILL BUY THEM 
IN SOUTH CAROLINA?

Unfortunately, SCDNR 
does not have the author-
ity to ban the sale of these 
products, just their usage 
in the field for hunting or 
scouting purposes.

WHAT DOES “POSSESS 
OR USE” A NATURAL 
DEER URINE  

ATTRACTANT MEAN?
It is still legal for prod-

ucts that contain natural 
deer urine or other bodily 
fluids to be purchased and 
sold in South Carolina, 
as SCDNR does not have 
authority to regulate the 
sale of these products. 
However, it is not legal for 
individuals to have these 
products in their posses-
sion or on their person 
while afield for the purpos-
es of taking, attracting, or 
scouting any wild animal 
in South Carolina.

ARE THERE ANY LEGAL 
ALTERNATIVES TO 
NATURAL DEER URINE 
LURES THAT I CAN USE?

Yes, there are many syn-
thetic products that can 
be used to attract or lure 
deer that do not pose any 
secondary risks for CWD 
transmission to South 

Carolina white-tailed deer. 
These products are readily 
available at sporting goods 
stores and online retailers.

CAN I USE URINE OR 
GLANDS THAT I COL-
LECT FROM A DEER I 
HARVEST?

Yes, the use of urine 
or glands collected from 
legally harvested deer in 
South Carolina may be 
used by hunters in South 
Carolina.

HOW DO I DISPOSE OF 
MY OLD PRODUCTS 
WHICH CONTAIN DEER 
BODY FLUIDS?

Make sure the contain-
ers are tightly sealed and 

then throw them in with 
the rest of your trash. 

Disposal in a landfill is an 
accepted and safe practice.

New Rule: Scents made from deer parts can no longer be used

1617 Bells Highway • Walterboro • 843-539-2000
lowcountryequipment.net

Lowcountry
   Equipment
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SALES AND SERVICE

MAHINDRA 40HP
TRACTOR, TRAILER 
& DISC HARROW 
ONLY
$16,000

POWER.
PERFORMANCE.

FINANCING
AVAILABLE!

MORE GREAT DEALS IN STORE!

1025 Bells Hwy - Walterboro, SC
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342 S. Jefferies Blvd | Walterboro
www.coldwellbankerrealestate.com

www.tlandagency.com

We NEVER
Stop Moving...

in the Lowcountry.
Serving Colleton, Hampton, Dorchester and Surrounding Counties

TODD LAND AGENCY
843-549-7100

Hobo Joe’s
Discount Fireworks

30 % Extra Free 
Fireworks

1-95 At Exit 53

843.538.7814

1366 Sniders Hwy
Walterboro, SC

29488

MR. MAGIC CAR WASH
1211 N. JEFFERIES BLVD. | WALTERBORO, SC

843-782-3239

#1 Car Detail Shop
Colleton County’s

place 
tourist destination

1st
TOP 3
TOP 3

Entertainment Spot

Local Produce Market

843.549.2303 | colletonmuseum.org

Tuskegee Airman Exhibit | Colleton Life Exhibit | 
Marketplace Shop | Plantation Exhibit | Kids Zone  
Cafe | Seasonal Farmers Market | ACE Basin Ex-

hibit & more! 

506 E. Washington St. 
Walterboro, SC. 29488

No one delivers

LOCAL NEWS
like your

LOCAL NEWSPAPER

1025 Bells Hwy | Walterboro | 843-549-2586
www.WalterboroLive.com

Like us on Facebook®!

The Press and Standard

The Rockin’ Shopper

Special Publications

Online Media Outlets

Local stories featuring government,
business, education, sports and more

delivered to your mailbox every Thursday!

The ONLY place to find all the local
weekly grocery deals in one place!

Plus deals you won’t find anywhere else.

At least once a month we spotlight people, 
places, events and holidays with premium 

magazines, booklets and contests.

Through Facebook and our website -
WalterboroLive.com - we bring the news

to you as is happens!

843.549.2921 
MON-SAT 9-7 

1319 Jefferies Blvd. 
Walterboro, SC. 29488

Ali  nment
Gerald’s

Garage&

24 HR WRECKER
SERVICE AND GARAGE

893-549-7913 Shop
Mon-Fri 7am-4:30pm

843-893-7851 After Hours
1144 Green Pond Hwy • Walterboro, SC

www.edistochamber.com | 843-869-3867

Edisto Beach, SC

WALTERBORO

CASH & CARRY
LesLie H. DiaL

ENTERPRISES INC.
W H O L E S A L E  M E R C H A N T S

PO Box 1142
100 Old Beach Place Rd.
Walterboro, SC 29488

Tel.    (843)549-2722
Fax.    (843)549-5542

cashandcarry@lowcountry.com

East Main Boutique

Have fun & look fabulous!

VOTED WALTERBORO’S
BEST BOUTIQUE!

210 E Washington St. • 843-782-4151 629 Bells Hwy • Walterboro
843-782-4600

Name Brand Carpeting!
Shaw, Beaulieu, Mohawk

& WPC Waterproof Flooring
Carpet, Vinyl, LVT Flooring,
VCT Tile Laminate Flooring
We Also Do Countertops!

843-782-3300
rjsouthernenterprises.inc@gmail.com

Landscaping, Hardscape,
Pressure Washing, Landscape Supply

Attention To Detail Matters

BENJAMIN C.P. SAPP - ATTORNEY AT LAW

Sapp Law
Firm

Personal Injury • Motor Vehicle Accidents • Family Law • Real Estate
Probate & Estate Administration • Wills

125 JEFFERIES BLVD. • WALTERBORO, SC • 843-549-5923

WWW.SAPPSC.COM

Consignment Envy

843-782-5000
6,000 sq. feet of

Designer Clothing, Vintage
& Antique Items, Home Decor

813 Bells Highway
Walterboro, SC 29488

   Open 6 days a week!

Olde House Cafe
Country Cookin’ Makes You Good Lookin’

1274 Bells Highway
Walterboro, SC

I-95, Exit 57, Turn Left
843-538-2614

L O W C O U N T R Y
REGIONAL AIRPORT

843-549-2549 • CTAF: 122.8 • AWOS: 118.72 • WALTERBOROAIRPORT.COM

We offer
the lowest

competitive
Jet A & 100LL

Avgas
prices. 

EXIT 57, THEN RIGHT

Traveling?
We’re seconds off

FATJACKSWALTERBORO.COM
2122 Bells Hwy. • Walterboro, SC • (843) 549-5096

LUNCH | DINNER | DRINKS

STEAK & SEAFOOD

APPS & DRINKS

BURGERS & WINGS

PASTA & MORE

Start Here, Go Anywhere!
807 Hampton St. | Walterboro, SC

843-549-6314
uscsalkehatchie.sc.edu

Come see what #salklife is all about!

FAMILY FUNFAMILY FUNhappens herehappens here
• Youth Sports
• Adult Sports
• Tournaments

• Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
• Cheerleading
• Gymnastics

• Weight Watchers
• Camps
• Fitness Center

280 Recreation Lane | Walterboro, SC
843-538-3031 | rec.colletoncounty.org

Stop by for 9 holes on our beautiful course and 
stay for a delicious lunch or dinner!

Daily Rates | Annual Memberships | Playing Packages

1 DOGWOOD LANE | WALTERBORO, SC | (843) 538-8316

843-549-6353 | 217 Robertson Blvd. | Walterboro, SC
The Hometown Advantage

EASTERN FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

Ernie HughesVirginia Roessler
President

Loans as low as 
$500 & up to $5,000

Subject to credit policies.

WESTBURY’S

HARDWARE
1050 Bells Hwy • Walterboro, SC 29488

843-539-3333
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 8am-5pm

Your Hunting, Fishing,
Outdoor, Indoor,

Grow It, Fix It, Do It Yourself 
Helpful Place.

Colleton County

Rice Festival
Est. 1975

Join us in April for a weekend of family 
fun at the Colleton County Rice Festival!

WWW.RICEFESTIVAL.ORG

843-562-7026 | GOURMET CUPCAKES AVAILABLE

HOME DECOR & CUSTOM FURNITURE

Painted Pineapple
THE

Mayfield Terrace Park
652 Dowling Avenue - Walterboro

Pinckney Park
505 Hampton Street - Walterboro

Gladys Whidden Park
215 Lakeside Drive - Walterboro

Shaniyah Burden Memorial Park
207 McDaniel Street - Walterboro

Sankey B. Maree Park
211 Gruber Street - Walterboro

Renee M. White
Accounting & Tax Services, LLC

Need Tax Help?
We offer 27 years experience 

servicing Personal and
Business Accounts

Accounting
Payroll

Tax Returns 
Quarterly Reports

Bookkeeping
IRS

SCDOR Problems

1348 Bells Hwy. | Walterboro, SC | 843-538-4010

I am also a licensed real estate agent!

Botany Bay
1066 Botany Bay Road - Edisto Island

SC Artisans Center
318 Wichman Street - Walterboro

Walterboro Discovery Center
100 Block S. Jefferies Blvd - Walterboro

Wildlife Sanctuary
On Washington Street - Walterboro

Forest Hills Tennis Center
772 Ireland Hills Drive - Walterboro

Colleton County Courthouse
101 Hampton Street - Walterboro

Tuskegee Airmen Monument
537 Aviation Way - Walterboro

Water Tower
200 Block Memorial Avenue - Walterboro

Colleton County Museum
506 Washington Street - Walterboro

Colleton County Farmers Market
506 Washington Street - Walterboro

Colleton State Park
147 Wayside Lane - Walterboro

Wildlife Sanctuary Entrance #2
Detreville Street Entrance - Walterboro

Washington Street Waterfall
Washington Street - Walterboro

Edisto Beach
Palmetto Boulevard - Edisto Island

Edisto Beach State Park
8377 State Cabin Road - Edisto Island

Coming Summer
of 2019

Start
your

journey
here!
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FAMILY FUNFAMILY FUNhappens herehappens here
• Youth Sports
• Adult Sports
• Tournaments

• Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
• Cheerleading
• Gymnastics

• Weight Watchers
• Camps
• Fitness Center

280 Recreation Lane | Walterboro, SC
843-538-3031 | rec.colletoncounty.org

Stop by for 9 holes on our beautiful course and 
stay for a delicious lunch or dinner!

Daily Rates | Annual Memberships | Playing Packages

1 DOGWOOD LANE | WALTERBORO, SC | (843) 538-8316

843-549-2586 | 1025 Bells Highway | Walterboro, SC 29488

22 THE RED FLAG CORRESPONDS 
WITH THE ADVERTISERS 
LOCATION ON THE MAP.

maps may be purchased at 
The Press & Standard

Colleton Map

For Sale!
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No need to go hunting down the best prices ...
we are the Lowcountry’s Largest Husqvarna Dealer!

We pride ourselves on 
service and we will 
not be undersold!

We offer a
5 Year Warranty

on all commercial 
products

within 1700 
hours!

Fast and
efficient!
Leave no

area
uncut.

Light and strong
for cutting 
brush and 

weeds

X-Torq®
engine 

ensures rapid 
acceleration and 

high
torque

Same
superior 

performance as 
gas, but runs on 

battery

WALTERBORO
R E N TA L  &  E Q U I P M E N T

2754 Robertson Blvd. | Walterboro, SC
843-549-7838

LESTER'S COUNTRY BBQ
Remember our dining room for reunions, 

meetings, parties, etc. Make reservations early!

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET

803-625-2305

Thursday-Saturday 11am - 9pm 
Sunday 11:30am-4pm

Fish Night (Catfish Stew) - Thursday
Steak Night - Friday

Hwy. 601       9 miles South of HamptonPee-Dee’s
Tires & Wheels

843-538-6000
3868 Jefferies Hwy.

Walterboro, SC 29488

We carry new & used tires at affordable prices!

off road?going

yep - we have the tires for that

South Carolina deer hunters should 
start seeing deer tags for the 2019 season 
in their mailboxes soon, and there are sig-
nificant changes to the antlerless tagging 
system that all hunters need to be aware 
of before taking to the field.

New for this year are improvements to 
the Antlerless Deer Tag program. A new 
law was passed by the General Assembly, 
resulting in the elimination of the eight 
date-specific anterless tags, replacing 
them with two anterless tags that may 
be used on any day beginning Sept. 15 
in Game Zones 2, 3, and 4, and Oct. 1 in 
Game Zone 1.

“Hunters in the past were limited by 
specific days to harvest antlerless deer,” 
said Jay Cantrell, SCDNR big game bi-
ologist. “This improvement gives people 
more opportunity and the flexibility to 
harvest deer when it is convenient for 
them. SCDNR and numerous legislators 
had heard from hunters over the last two 
years who were limited by tags that were 
only valid on certain Saturdays. A lot of 
folks have to work on Saturdays or have 
athletic events, family obligations and 
other constraints that limited their abil-
ity to hunt on Saturday. Throw in some 
weekends of bad weather or bad luck and 
opportunity was severely limited for the 

date-specific tags.”
The General Assembly came to SCDNR 

with the idea, and staff helped by provid-
ing recommendations. 

“In working with the General As-
sembly, we knew that this change could 
negatively impact sales of the optional 
tags which would affect revenue for the 
deer program,” said Cantrell. “However, 
we believe this change is so important in 
terms of providing simplification to the 
tagging program and increased opportu-
nity and flexibility for resident hunters 
to take antlerless deer that we will make 
necessary adjustments related to the po-
tential loss of funds.”

Harvest statistics show that 92% of 
South Carolina hunters harvest two or 
fewer antlerless deer each season. For 
hunters who want additional opportunity 
to take antlerless deer, they are still able 
to purchase up to four optional antler-
less tags for $5 each or participate in the 
property-based Deer Quota Program.

Residents who currently have an active 
annual or three-year hunting license and 
big game permit, combination license or 
sportsman license that will be valid when 
deer season begins on Aug. 15 should au-
tomatically receive a base set of deer tags 
at no cost.

Hunters are asked to please wait until 
at least Aug. 1 before inquiring about the 
status of their tags.

License holders unsure about the 
status/expiration date of their hunting 
license, big game permit, or other SCDNR 
hunting privileges can visit the customer 
privileges portal online to check a license 
status or to see when or if deer tags have 
been fulfilled.

Deer tags are not available over 

the counter at point of sales vendors 
(Walmart, Dicks Sporting Goods, etc.), 
but they are available over the counter 
at SCDNR offices located in Charleston, 
Clemson, Columbia (Farmers Market), 
Florence, and York.

Optional tags may also be purchased by 
phone at 1-866-714-3611 or online. Hunt-
ers should allow 7-10 days for tags ordered 
or requested online, or by phone, to arrive 
in the mail.

Improvements to antlerless tags

Effective in deer season 
2017, all harvested deer 
in South Carolina are 
required to be tagged at the 
point of kill.

Deer tags WILL NOT be 
available over the counter 
at point-of-sales vendors 
(Walmart, Dick’s Sporting 
Goods; etc.). They will be 
available over the counter 
at SCDNR offices located 
in Charleston, Clemson, 
Columbia (downtown 
and Farmers Market), 
Florence, and York after 
Aug. 7. 

Tags may be purchased 
by phone after July 1 at 
1-866-714-3611 or online 
at: http://dnr.sc.gov/
purchase.html. Tags will 
not be mailed until early 
August.

Resident hunters who 
have active licenses/
big game permits when 
deer season begins will 
automatically receive their 
base sets of tags about 
Aug. 1. 

Residents whose 
licenses/big game permits 
expire before deer season 
begins should renew their 
licenses/big game permits 
at least 7-10 days prior to 
the start of deer season 
to ensure their deer tags 
arrive in time via mail. 

Following are questions 
and answers from the S.C. 
Department of Natural 
Resources about deer tags:

1. I am a resident hunter. 
How will I get my tags?

If you are a resident 
of SC and you purchase 
a Hunting License & 
Big Game Permit OR if 
you currently have an 
active Hunting License 
& Big Game Permit that 

will be valid when deer 
season begins, you will 
automatically receive a 
base set of deer tags at no 
cost prior to deer season 
or 7-10 days after you 
purchase the Hunting 
License and Big Game 
Permit if deer season has 
already started. That base 
set of tags includes: 3 
unrestricted antlered buck 
tags and 8 date-specific 
antlerless deer tags. Each 
antlerless tag is only valid 
on one specific day and 
cannot be used on any 
other day (similar to past 
“doe days”).

2. I have a Lifetime License. 
Will I automatically get a 
set of deer tags?

No. Lifetime Licensees 
will have to request 
their base set of free tags 
annually. Tags may be 
requested after July 1 by 
phone at 1-803-734-3833 
or online at: http://dnr.
sc.gov/purchase.html. 
Tags will not be mailed 
until early August. Tags 
will also be available 
over-the-counter after 
August 1 at SCDNR offices 
located in Charleston, 
Clemson, Columbia 
(downtown and Farmers 
Market), Florence, and 
York. The reason you 
have to request the tags 
is it would be wasteful to 
send all Lifetime License 
holders a set of tags 
because many of them are 
not deer hunters. There 
are more than 200,000 of 
these license holders and 
it costs about $1 to issue a 
set of tags. (Note: Lifetime 
License holders who now 
live out-of-state should 
contact SCDNR directly 

at 803-734-3833 to request 
their base set of tags).

3. I have a Senior License 
(or Gratis License or 
Disability License). Will I 
automatically get a set of 
deer tags?

No. Senior, Gratis & 
Disability License holders 
will have to request 
their base set of free tags 
annually. Tags may be 
requested after July 1 by 
phone at 1-803-734-3833 

or online at: http://dnr.
sc.gov/purchase.html. 
Tags will not be mailed 
until early August. Tags 
will also be available over-
the-counter after August 1 
at SCDNR offices located 
in Charleston, Clemson, 
Columbia (downtown 
and Farmers Market), 
Florence, and York. The 
reason you have to request 
the tags is it would be 
wasteful to send all of these 
license holders a set of tags 

because many of them are 
not deer hunters. There 
are more than 200,000 of 
these license holders and it 
costs about $1 to issue a set 
of tags.

4. Are youth hunters 
required to have tags?

Yes. Youth hunters, 
regardless of age, will 
have to have deer tags to 
legally hunt. Youth can 
receive a free base set of 
tags by request. If you are 

an adult requesting tags 
for a youth, make sure you 
have the youth’s contact 
information, date of birth, 
and SSN. The youth will 
be given a customer ID 
for future use. Tags may 
be requested after July 1 
by phone at 1-803-734-
3833 or online at: http://
dnr. sc.gov/purchase.html. 
Tags will not be mailed 
until early August. Tags 
will also be available over-
the-counter after August 1 
at SCDNR offices located 
in Charleston, Clemson, 
Columbia (downtown 
and Farmers Market), 
Florence, and York.

5. Are nonresident youth 
required to have tags?

Yes. Non-resident youth 
will receive a base set of 
tags for free by request 
just like resident youth. 
They may also purchase 
one antler restriction 
buck tag ($50) and up to 4 
individual antlerless tags 

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources has begun mailing out this year’s deer 
tags to hunters eager for the beginning of a new season.

See TAGS, page 7C

SCDNR answers to questions about deer tag sales and use
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A TOAST TO 
THE SPIRIT 

OF HUNTERS

Ask about our
MOSQUITO BARRIER  

TREATMENT  
SERVICES

We’re just a phone call away™

1.800.633.0694

Mosquito
Season Is Here...

Are You Ready?

Bell’s
SEAFOOD

843-782-4800
Like Us On Facebook!

874 Robertson Blvd. | Walterboro, SC

THE HUNT
IS OVER
FOR FRESH
Local

seafood

Before

After
Call Michael Gruber

843-909-0836 

NOW OFFERING
Forestry Mulching

Underbrush Removal
Food Plots
Site Prep

Land Clearing
Shoot Lanes

DEER AND HOG
PROCESSING

Wayne’s

OPEN
ALL YEAR

for hog processing 
SCMPID CERTIFIED

314 BRYAN ROAD • HAMPTON • 843-942-11377

($10 each).

6. What is included in the 
base set of tags?

That base set of tags 
includes: 3 unrestricted 
antlered buck tags and 8 
date-specific antlerless deer 
tags. Each antlerless tag is 
only valid on one specific 
day and cannot be used on 
any other day (similar to 
past “doe days”).

7. Can I buy my tags at 
Walmart?

No. Deer tags will not 
be available over-the-
counter at point-of-sale 
vendors (Walmart, Cabelas, 
Dick’s Sporting Goods, 
local hunting stores or 
hardware stores; etc.). 
They will be available over-
the-counter after August 7 
at SCDNR offices located 
in Charleston, Clemson, 
Columbia (downtown and 
Farmers Market), Florence, 
and York. Tags may be 
requested after July 1 by 
phone at 1-866-714-3611 or 
online at: http://dnr.sc.gov/
purchase.html.

8. I live in South Carolina. 
How many optional tags can 
I buy?

Residents including 
youth hunters and Lifetime/
Senior/Disability License 
holders may purchase 2 
additional antler restriction 
buck tags for $5 each. The 
restriction is the buck 
must have 4 points on one 
antler or a minimum 12-
inch inside spread. You 
may also purchase up to 4 
individual antlerless tags 
for $5 each just like in the 
past. Tags are valid on any 
day beginning September 
15 in Game Zones 2, 3, and 
4 and October 1 in Game 
Zone 1 until the end of the 
deer hunting season.

9. I’m a nonresident hunter. 
Do I get the free tags and 
how many tags can I buy?

Non-resident adults 
receive no free tags with the 
purchase of their Hunting 
License & Big Game Permit 
and must also purchase deer 
tags in order to deer hunt. 
Non-residents can purchase 
up to 4 antlered buck tags (2 
unrestricted antlered buck 
tags & 2 antler restriction 
buck tags, 4 points on 
one antler or a minimum 
12-inch inside spread)). 
The cost is: $50 for first 
antlered buck tag, $20 for 
each additional ($110 for 
all 4). After the purchase 
of an unrestricted buck tag, 
there is no particular order 
in which the buck tags must 
be purchased or used. You 
may also purchase up to 4 
individual antlerless tags 
as in the past. Tags are 
valid on any day beginning 
September 15. Cost for 
nonresident antlerless tags 
is now $10 each.

10. What is considered an 
antlerless deer? Isn’t that 
just a doe?

Not necessarily. In SC, 
there are some bucks that 
are legally considered 
antlerless deer. An 
antlerless deer is defined as 
a deer with no antlers or a 
deer with less than 2 inches 
of visible antler above 
the hairline and would be 
tagged with an antlerless 
deer tag (this includes 
does, button bucks, and 
small spike antlered males 
with antlers of less than 2 
inches). A deer with 2 or 
more inches of antler is 
considered an antlered deer 
and would be tagged with 
an antlered deer tag (buck 
tag).

11. How will tags work with 
dog drives?

Whoever kills the deer 
should tag it with their 
personal tag or, if the 
property is in the quota 
program, one of the tags 
issued to the property 
should be used to tag the 
deer. This is no different 
than it has always been.

12. We split up the meat at 
our hunt club after the dog 
drive. What do we do about 
the tag?

A deer only has to be 
tagged from the point of kill 
until it is processed and cut 
up. That means once you 
start cutting it into quarters 
or parts or boning it out 
and it’s no longer a whole 
carcass or skinned carcass, 
the tagging requirement 
goes away. At that point, it 
is meat and no longer a deer 
carcass and does not need a 
tag.

13. I process my own deer 
at home. When can I remove 
a tag?

A deer only has to be 
tagged from the point of 
kill until it is processed and 
cut up. That means that it 
needs to be tagged in the 
field where you harvest it 
and remain tagged during 
transport and if it is being 
hung whole in a cooler (hide 
on or skinned & gutted). 
Once you start cutting it 
into quarters or parts or 
boning it out and it’s no 
longer a whole carcass or 
skinned carcass, the tagging 
requirement goes away. At 
that point, it is meat and no 
longer a deer carcass and 
does not need a tag.

14. I take my deer to a 
processor but, to save 
money, I skin and gut it 
myself and take it to the 
processor in a cooler 
already quartered or boned 
out. Does it need to be 
tagged?

A deer only has to be 
tagged from the point of 
kill until it is processed and 
cut up. That means that it 
needs to be tagged in the 
field where you harvest it 
and remain tagged during 
transport and if it is being 
hung whole in a cooler (hide 
on or skinned & gutted). 
Once you start cutting it into 
quarters or parts or boning 
it out and it’s no longer 
a whole skinned carcass, 
the tagging requirement 
goes away. At that point, 
it is meat and no longer a 
deer carcass and does not 
need a tag. However, if 
you are transporting those 
parts to a processor, it 
would probably be a good 
idea, even though it’s not 
required, to have the tag(s) 
with the meat. It will make 
the processor feel better and 
may save you some time and 
questions if you encounter 
a law enforcement officer 
along the way.

15. Do I have to buy all of my 
tags at the same time?

No. You can buy tags at 
different times during the 
season. You can buy them 
one at a time if you wish. 
The system will keep track 
of what you have already 
purchased and which 
privileges you still have 
remaining to purchase.

16. I hunt on Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMA 
land). How does this affect 
me?

All deer must be tagged, 
including deer taken on 
WMAs. The statewide 
WMA bag limit for all 
seasons and methods 
combined is 5 deer (only 2 
of those 5 can be antlered 
(buck) deer). This is the 
same statewide WMA limit 
that has been in place for 
several years. If you are 
hunting on a WMA lottery 
hunt, SCDNR staff will 
provide tags for harvested 
deer. Otherwise, you have 
to utilize your personal 
deer tags when hunting 
WMA land.

17. How will this be enforced 
if deer don’t have to be 
taken to check stations?

Check stations are not 
a primary enforcement 
tool. They are simply a 
way to collect information 
regarding how many deer 
are harvested, where they 
are harvested, and some 
basic biological data. The 
primary enforcement tool 
under the new system 
is the requirement to 

tag all deer. If someone 
chooses to take the risk 
of not tagging a deer, they 
are in jeopardy of being 
seen by a SCDNR officer, 
another law enforcement 
agency, or being reported 
by another hunter. Also, 
deer processors will not 
take untagged deer because 
taking possession of an 
illegal deer is a violation. 
Those who choose not to 
tag their deer are at risk 
of being caught from the 
time they move the deer 
from the location of harvest 
until they get it home and 
processed. That risk is 
significant with a fine that 
can reach $1,080. Someone 
who chooses to take that 
risk is surely not going to 
stop at a check station.

18) I’m a bow hunter and, 
in the past, have been able 
to take antlerless deer any 
day without tagging during 
archery and primitive 
weapons seasons. What 
about now?

All harvested deer must 
be tagged regardless of the 
weapon. However, there 
was an effort made as part of 
the new tagging approach to 
afford archers opportunities 
similar to the past. Starting 

September 15, during any 
archery-only or primitive 
weapons season in Game 
Zones 1 and 2, or on any 
WMA statewide during an 
archery-only or primitive 
weapons-only season, you 
can take an antlerless deer 
on any day as long as it is 
tagged. You can accomplish 
this two ways. The free 
date-specific antlerless 
tags that residents receive 
are dual purpose tags and 
have a section that you will 
fill out if used for archery 
during those seasons. You 
can use any of these date-
specific tags that come 
with your Big Game Permit 
with the understanding 
that you would have to 
properly validate the tag 
for this special “archery” 
use and it would no longer 
be available for use on the 
actual day it was intended 
to be used. Or you could 
use one of the optional 
individual antlerless tags 
that most buy. Either way 
or any combination of ways 
will work as long as all deer 
are tagged.

19. So I can kill 17 deer in a 
season now?

If you hunt in Game 
Zones 1 and 2, there will 

be a limit on the number of 
antlerless deer you can take 
regardless of how many 
tags you have. This is no 
different than when there 
were more than 20 “doe 
days” some years ago (you 
could only take a certain 
number of antlerless deer). 
The maximum number of 
antlerless deer that can be 
taken in a season in Game 
Zone 1 is 4, 5 in Game 
Zone 2. You will see this 
in the SCDNR Rules & 
Regulations guide when it 
comes out. So, if someone 
bought the 2 optional antler 
restriction buck tags, the 
limit would be 9 deer total 
in Game Zone 1 and 10 
deer total in Game Zone 2. 
In each case, this is fewer 
deer than in the past when 
the ultimate limit was 
additive between the limits 
during the archery season + 
primitive weapons season + 
gun season.

In Game Zones 3 and 4, 
the limit could in fact be 
17 deer because there is no 
“season limit” posted on 
antlerless deer. That being 
the case, the limit would be 
5 bucks, 8 antlerless deer 
that would have to be taken 
using the date specific tags, 
and 4 antlerless deer taken 

with the optional antlerless 
deer tags. Non-residents 
can take up to 8 deer (4 
bucks, two of which have 
the antler restriction, and 
4 does).

20. I thought the state’s 
deer population was down. 
Why are we able to kill so 
many now?

This new approach is in 
fact a more conservative 
approach than in the 
past. Keep in mind that, 
in Game Zones 3 and 4, 
there has been no limit 
on antlered bucks. Now, 
it is a base limit of 3 with 
the option of getting the 2 
optional antler restriction 
buck tags. In Game Zones 
1 and 2, there has always 
been a limit of 5 antlered 
bucks “on paper.” Now, 
it is a base limit of 3 with 
the option of getting the 2 
optional antler restriction 
buck tags. With the tagging 
requirement, this will 
be highly enforceable. 
As far as antlerless 
deer are concerned, the 
new approach is more 
conservative in Game 
Zones 1 and 2, whereas, in 
Game Zones 3 and 4, it is 
the same as last year (See 
question 19).

TAGS
Continued from 6C
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Top Lowcountry 
counties were  
Bamberg, Hampton 
and Calhoun.

Results of the 2018 
Deer Hunter Survey con-
ducted by the S.C. Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(SCDNR) indicate that the 
statewide harvest of deer 
increased about 5% last 
season and was comprised 
of an estimated 109,208 
bucks and 85,778 does 
which made up a total 
harvest of 194,986 deer, 
according to Charles Ruth, 
SCDNR Big Game Program 
coordinator.

The modest increase 
in harvest is likely due to 
some level of remaining 
“carry-over” of deer from 
2015 and 2016. The 1,000-
year flood spawned by 
Hurricane Joaquin in 2015 
and Hurricane Matthew in 
2016 each resulted in tem-
porary season closures in 
some coastal counties and 
general access problems or 
decreased opportunity for 
hunters across much of the 
state. Also, each of these 
years saw unseasonably 
warm fall temperatures, 
and there was what many 
called a record acorn crop 
in 2016. This resulted in 
back-to-back decreases in 
harvest.

“That being the case, 
there were likely deer 
that would have otherwise 
been harvested during 
those years that were car-
ried over and reproduced, 
thereby increasing the 
harvest in 2017 and 2018,” 
said Ruth.

The fall of 2018 was the 
second season of the “all 
deer” tagging system and 
statewide limit on antlered 
deer.

“Interestingly, the 13% 
increase in harvest since 
2016 is primarily a result 
of an increase in doe har-
vest (18.0%) rather than 
an increase in the harvest 
of bucks (9.5%). Increases 
in harvest are normally 
the result of increases in 
the buck harvest or a more 
equal increase in buck and 
doe harvest. This dispro-
portionate harvest may be 
indicative of the new buck 
limit having the desired ef-
fect of decreasing pressure 
on bucks. It will likely take 
a few years for this to be-
come clearer,” Ruth said.

Top counties for har-
vest in 2018 included 
Bamberg, Hampton, and 
Calhoun in the coastal 
plain, Anderson and Spar-
tanburg in the Piedmont 
with each of these coun-
ties exhibiting harvest 
rates in excess of 12 deer 
per square mile, which 
should be considered 
extraordinary. Although 
the harvest has generally 
declined in recent years, 

South Carolina still ranks 
near the top among south-
eastern states in harvest 
per unit area.

All areas of South Caro-
lina have long and liberal 
firearms seasons and most 
deer (158,134) were taken 
with centerfire rifles in 
2018. Archery equipment 
(19,889 deer) and shot-
guns (16,184 deer) also 
contributed significantly 
to the overall deer harvest, 
whereas muzzleloaders, 
crossbows and handguns 
combined (3,705 deer) pro-
duced less than 2% of the 

total statewide harvest.
Although the annual 

Deer Hunter Survey fo-
cuses on deer hunting 
activities, there are ques-
tions on the survey related 
to the harvest of wild hogs 
and coyotes in the state.

“Results of this year’s 
survey indicate that 
approximately 22,731 
coyotes were taken inci-
dental to deer hunting. 
This figure represents a 
1% increase from 2017 
continuing what seems to 
be a moderating trend in 
coyote numbers in recent 

years. On the other hand, 
approximately 39,347 wild 
hogs were killed statewide, 
representing a 4% increase 
from 2017,” according to 
Ruth.

Other survey statistics 
indicate that approximate-
ly 129,477 South Carolina 
residents and 14,757 non-
residents deer hunted in 
the state in 2018. Deer 
hunters reported an overall 
success rate of 67%, which 
is outstanding. Overall 
hunting effort was estimat-
ed at just over two million 
days. The number of days 
devoted to deer hunting 
in South Carolina is very 
significant and points not 
only to the availability 

and popularity of deer as 
a game species, but to the 
obvious economic benefits 
related to this important 
natural resource. 

About $200 million in 
direct retail sales is related 
to deer hunting in South 
Carolina annually.

SCDNR study shows statewide deer harvest increases in 2018
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